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ASKEA PARISH 

COLLECTIONS 

Development €1,640. 
Offertory €1,684 

Emergency  

Priest on Duty  
087 2588118 

Askea Parish Community 

Centre Phone 91-42565 

087 1269709 

Mass Times: 

Askea 9.30am Mon-Fri 

Sat 7pm; Sun 9am, 

10.30am & 12 Noon 

Bennekerry Sun 11.30am 

Tinryland Tues 9.30am 

Sunday 10am 

************ 

Deadline for items for 

Newsletter is 5pm on 

Wednesday by phone to 

9142565 or email to 

office@askeaparish.ie 

Website: 

www.askeaparish.ie 

 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

“Yet, Our Lord, you are our Father,  

we are the clay and you the potter, 

We are all the work of your hands.” 

-Isaiah 64:7 

 

God is the master potter.   
Each day he is at work, molding us into 
vessels that contain his power and 
presence.  How is God molding you?   
Is he using a person or situation to shape 
you into his likeness?   
Is he bringing forth beauty from the mud 
of your sin and guilt?   
Is he sculpting your hurts into hope? 
On this First Sunday of Advent, give God 
your life.  Watch God create a 
masterpiece from the muck and mire.  
Wait for the beauty to emerge. 

 
 



 

 

 

St Mary’S PariSh, Bennekerry 

First Sunday of Advent 
30th November 2014      

Advent 
We have tested and tasted too much, lover – 
Through a chink too wide there comes in no wonder. 
But here in the Advent-darkened room 
Where the dry black bread and the sugarless tea 
Of penance will charm back the luxury 
Of a child's soul, we'll return to Doom 
The knowledge we stole but could not use. 
And the newness that was in every stale thing 
When we looked at it as children: the spirit-shocking 
Wonder in a black slanting Ulster hill 
Or the prophetic astonishment in the tedious talking 
Of an old fool will awake for us and bring 
You and me to the yard gate to watch the whins  
And the bog-holes, cart-tracks, old stables where Time begins. 
O after Christmas we'll have no need to go searching 
For the difference that sets an old phrase burning –  
We'll hear it in the whispered argument of a churning 
Or in the streets where the village boys are lurching. 
And we'll hear it among decent men too 
Who barrow dung in gardens under trees, 
Wherever life pours ordinary plenty. 
Won't we be rich, my love and I, and please 
God we shall not ask for reason's payment, 
The why of heart-breaking strangeness in dreeping hedges 
Nor analyse God's breath in common statement. 
We have thrown into the dust-bin the clay-minted wages 
Of pleasure, knowledge and the conscious hour – 
And Christ comes with a January flower. 

     Patrick Kavanagh 



St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 

Fr Tom Little PP – Phone 059 9131559.   

Fr Seán Hyland CC 059 9131212.  Newsletter Items – 059 9143881.  

Deadline for News items: - 9pm Wednesdays 

Emergency Number for the Priest on Duty 087 2588118. 
Parish Office – 059 9142565 087 – 1269709. 

Website: www.askeaparish.ie;  email: office@askeaparish.ie 
 

Sunday 30th November 2014 at 11.30am 

Anniversaries  
 
 

 
 

PALATINE G.F.C.  Lotto Results: 24/11/’14.  Lotto numbers: -6, 14, 

21, & 29.  No Jackpot winner.  1 Match 3 receives €200 

Winner    Seller 

Susan Kelly    Jim Butler 

Promoter's Prize: Bridget Larkin.  Next Draw on Monday 1
st
 December 

2014 in Palatine Clubhouse at 10:00pm — tickets €2 each. 

Jackpot €7,600.   

 

Development €166 Offertory €251. 
 
Bennekerry Community Text Alert 
Meeting on Thursday night 4th December from 7.30pm to 
8pm at Palatine Clubhouse.  Any unpaid number will be 
removed from the service after this date. 

  

http://www.askeaparish.ie/
mailto:office@askeaparish.ie


 

 

*********************** 

FOLLOW ME UP TO CARLOW CHRISTMAS SHOW - Thurs 4th Dec 

in Seven Oaks Hotel, 8pm featuring RTE’s RONAN COLLINS, EMMET 
CAHILL{Celtic Thunder} and a host of fabulous artists.  Tickets 
available- Seven Oaks Hotel, or John Candy – 087-2632324 

  

The Season of Advent 
We begin the new Church year with our celebration of the season of 
Advent.  To help us reflect during Advent a series of Evening Prayer 
Services for Advent will take place in Holy Family Church, Askea. 
 

The first Evening Prayer for Advent takes place on Wednesday 

3rd December from 7pm until 7.30pm. 
 

The second Evening Prayer for Advent takes place on Tuesday 

9th December from 7pm to 7.30pm and is entitled: ‘A Time for 
Peace and Hope’.   
 
The third Evening Prayer for Advent takes place on Wednesday 

17th December from 7pm until 7.30pm. 
 

Advent is the great season of peace and hope, despite the impression 
we might get from the advertisements that bombard us at this time of 
year!  This Advent we invite you and your family to take just half an 
hour and join us for a specially prepared prayer service, tapping into 
the peace and hope of the season.  
So why not come along to Holy Family Church, Askea, on Wednesday 
3rd December, Tuesday 9th December and Wednesday 17th December 
at 7pm to pray for God’s peace, hope, joy and love in our world, our 
home and our hearts. 



 

Kildare & Leighlin Weekly Lotto Results 

For Wed 26th November 2014.  Numbers drawn were 19, 23, 25 & 29. 
NO Jackpot winner. 9 Match 3s receive €112 each.  There were 2 Match3s from 

Askea / Bennekerry.  New Jackpot €20,000. 

Winner  Promoter 
Margaret McMahon Pat Kennedy 
Majella O’Reilly Marie Nolan 
Tickets €2 each – available from Askea Parish Centre.  Please note the draw takes place on 
Wed at 4.30pm in Portlaoise.  Tickets must be returned by 5pm each Tuesday to Askea Parish 
Centre. 
 
 

Carlow Day Care Centre Sale of work  
takes place at the Day Care Centre on 

Sat 6th Dec 2014 from 9am to 6pm. 

Donations for the event would be welcome at the Centre.   
(The Centre is in the Church grounds opposite the Childcare 
Centre).  Phone 059 91-35977.   
The Centre gives people a chance to meet friends old and new 
and enjoy sharing fun activities – music, dancing, craft work, 
computer classes.  The Centre celebrated ten years of service to 
the elderly of Carlow town last month.  It provides a four course 
mid-day meal; hairdressing at subsidised rates; shower facilities; 
laundry; monthly Chiropody Clinic at reduced rates; Public Health 
Nurse visits; free Mini Bus service; Holistic Massage; Reflexology; 
Physical Therapy; Stress Massage – Therapist available at reduced 
rates.  While the Centre is subsidised by a grant from the HSE, it 
is necessary to fund raise so that all the services required may be 
made available to the clients.  The annual Sale of Work is a major 
part of the fund raising activities for the Centre and your support 
next Saturday would be greatly appreciated. 
 
 

  



 
 

‘A Few Words before I go’ A collection of poems written during the last 

three months of Seamus O’Rourke’s life is available in Askea Parish Centre for €10.  
The book contains a wonderful mix of happy memories, romantic reminiscences, 
amusing anecdotes and, true to his character, some deeply spiritual reflections. 

 
The Annual Taste of Carlow at Christmas returns this year to Water Lane, 

Mill Car Park, Kennedy Street, on Sun 30th Nov between 12noon - 6pm.   
 

Delta Centre Christmas Craft Fair, Sat 29th and Sun 30th Nov from 10am 

Come along and enjoy our huge range of traditional gifts, decorations, folk craft and 
much more. . Order your Christmas cake and puddings. Light lunches, tea, coffee and 
refreshments available all day Saturday.  Christmas lunch will be served from 12.30 – 
3pm on Sunday, please phone 059-9143527 to book.    Sensory Gardens Lights 
Display Sat 29th November to Sun. 21st December up to 7pm each evening. 
 

Plots Allotments (between St. Mary’s Park & Rathnapish) Some Allotments 

available for next year.  Contact Caroline 0860793419 for more info. 
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul " Vincent's " shop  at 46 Tullow Street 

Carlow urgently needs donations of small furniture items ,household goods, bric-a-
brac, good quality clothes and any unwanted presents.  Donations to the shop Mon 
to Sat from 10am to 5pm.  

The St. Vincent de Paul Annual Christmas Appeal collection will be held 

this year on the weekend of Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th December 2014 and will 
replace the normal December monthly collection. The Society would like to you 
thank you for your on-going support.   
 

Bennekerry Active Retirement Group Christmas Party – 
Wednesday 17th December.  Meal served at 7.30pm.  Music by 
Big John’s Karaoke.  Cost €18 each. Raffle on the night with 
proceeds going to Holy Angels.  Enquiries to Ann on 087 9018753 
or Monica on 0879151650. 
 

CBS Carlow Christmas Fair on Thursday 4th December in the 

school gym.  Lots of stalls and entertainment on the night.  Your 
support would be gratefully appreciated. 

 

 



 

The Irish Wheelchair Association are opening a POP UP SHOP from 
December 1st to December 5th. in Dublin Street, Carlow.  We would be 
grateful for all donations of goods, Books, Toys, Bric A Brac. Clothing, 
unwanted gifts etc.  For further information or to donate goods please 
contact our office at 05991-40983 Monday to Friday 9.00 to 5.00pm 

New Oak Lotto Results from draw date 23/11/14.  No Jackpot Winner.  
Numbers drawn were 09, 09, 17, 27.  Next Week’s Jackpot is €3,600.  Lucky 
Dip winner: Vera Murphy wins €25.  Sellers Prize: Dale Lacey and Jason 
Brennan both win €25.  Tickets on sale from all New Oak Boys FC Club 
members for €2.  Draw is on every Sunday in New Oak Boys FC Clubhouse at 
2pm. 

Marian Movement of Prayers for Priests on Tuesday 2nd December at 

7.30pm in St Fiacc’s House.  Rosary, Mass and Benediction. 

Carers Christmas Party in the Village Inn Saturday 29th November at 
9pm.  Music by Uptown Band, finger food and prizes for just €5 which goes to 
The Carers Association. This is kindly supported by McCreery Contract 
Cleaning. All welcome. 

 Carlow Winter Market in the Youth Centre, Green Lane Carlow, Sunday 

30th November from 10am-5pm.  All kinds of gifts and goods on sale.  Entry 
is €2 for adults which goes to The Carers Association. Admission for children 
is free and onsite parking is free also. 

Graiguecullen Monster Bingo Tues 2nd Dec 2014 @ 8.30pm.  Great 

Prizes to be won, bring a friend. 

Carlow Town Hurling Club  are providing Winter Hurling and Camogie 

training every Saturday afternoon in the CBS hall from 4pm.   The sessions 
will run from November through to March and will be aimed at the 7 to 16 
ages.  There will be plenty of games based activities.  Come along and have a 
go, whether beginner or experienced.  Contact Mark at 087-3155016 or go to 
Carlow Hurling Club Facebook page for further details. 

  



 

John Paul II Awards A new group of students will start working 

toward the John Paul II Awards starting on Mon 1st Dec from 7pm.  If you are 
interested in joining the group please contact the Parish Centre for details. 
059 91 42565. 

ÉIRE ÓG LOTTO WINNING NO’s Mon Nov 24th …1  2  26  28…No Jackpot 
Winner…  1  x Match 3 received €150…Sandra Malone c/o Don Walker,  
…Next week’s Match 3 win or share…€150  Tickets may be purchased from 
the Club and Riverside Stores in Hanover.  NEXT WEEK’S JACKPOT €8,450.  
Draw takes place every Monday night in Teach Asca at 9.00pm.  Éire Óg AGM 
takes place in the Clubhouse on Wednesday Dec 10th @ 8pm.   BINGO every 
Thursday night starting at 8.30pm with a Jackpot of €500 and another one of 
over €150.   Live band music every Sat night with no cover charge.   

Carlow Library: Movember has drawn to a close and most of that facial 

hair is going; some of us are tempted to keep just a little reminder version. 
What do you think? 

Carlow Camogie are holding a fundraising Table Quiz in Doyle's Railway 
Bar, Bagenalstown on Thurs Dec 11th commencing at 8pm. Carlow Camogie 
has had much success in 2014 and require much needed funds to continue 
promoting camogie at County level and in our ten clubs in 2015.  All support 
would be appreciated.  Tables cost €20 with some festive spot prizes on the 
night. 

“Leo’s got Talent” on Wed. 3rd Dec. in St. Leo’s Sports Complex @ 
7.30pm.  Admission: Adults €10; Students €5.  Come & enjoy a great nights 
entertainment.  All welcome. 

Carlow Active Retired Group - Members please note there is NO 

monthly meeting in December.  Our AGM takes place on 24th Jan 2015.   Our 
outing to Ronan Collins on December 10th - some places still left.  Contact 
Sean O'Keeffe 0599143937.  Bus leaving at 4pm from Carlow Bus Park. 

  



 

Carlow Regional Youth Service 5km Jingle Bell Jog, Sun 7th Dec. 

Leaving Carlow Rowing Club @ 11am. Registration in advance through CRYS 
Montgomery House, Athy Road or on the day at Rowing Club. Adults €12/€15 
on the day, U18s €5. More details at CRYS reception 059 9130476. 

For Sale: Big bags of firewood.  Contact 059 91 32405. 

Keys Found: on Sunday 23rd November in the Walls Forge area.  Contact 

Askea Parish Centre for details – 059 91 42565. 

Reading Glasses Found in Askea Parish Church car park on Friday 
21st November.  Contact Askea Parish Centre for details. 

Coffee Morning in aid of Special Olympics Fundraising on Thursday 

11th December 2014 in Anna and Noel Kehoe’s House, Ballinacarrig (on 
the Wexford Road) from 10am to 12.30pm.   

Cake Sale in Cathedral Parish Centre after all Masses on Sunday 14th 

December in aid of Carlow Senior Citizens, Dr O’Brien Centre. 

English Language Classes in Askea Parish Centre.  Next Monday 1st 

December will be the last class before Christmas.  Classes will resume 
on Monday 12th January 2015. 

Patricians Meeting will be held in Cathedral Parish Centre on Thursday 

11th December at 7.45pm.  Title for discussion “Padre Pio”.  All are welcome.  
Refreshments supplied. 

Friends of Calcutta would like to thank everyone for the tremendous 
response to their recent clothing collection.   

 

 

  



 

The Advent Wreath is a circular garland of evergreen branches 

representing eternity.  On that wreath, five candles are typically arranged. 
During the season of Advent one candle on the wreath is lit each Sunday as a 
part of the Advent services.  Each candle represents an aspect of the spiritual 
preparation for the coming of the Lord, Jesus Christ.  
  

Advent Wreath Candles Set on the branches of the wreath are four 

candles: three purple candles and one pink candle.  In the center of the 
wreath sits a white candle.  As a whole, these candles represent the coming 
of the light of Christ into the world.  
 

On the first Sunday of Advent, the first purple candle is lit.  This candle 

is typically called the "Prophecy Candle" in remembrance of the prophets, 
primarily Isaiah, who foretold the birth of Christ.  This candle represents 

hope or expectation in anticipation of the coming Messiah.  

 

On the second Sunday of Advent, the second purple candle is lit.  Some 
traditions call this the "Bethlehem Candle," symbolizing Christ's manger.  

This candle typically represents love.    

 

On the third Sunday of Advent the pink candle is lit.  This pink candle is 

customarily called the "Shepherds Candle" and it represents joy.  
 

The fourth and last Sunday of Advent purple candle, oftentimes 

called the "Angels Candle," represents peace and is lit on the fourth 

Sunday of Advent.    
 
On Christmas Eve, the white center candle is traditionally lit.  This candle is called the 
"Christ Candle" and represents the life of Christ that has come into the world. The 
color white represents purity.  Christ is the sinless, spotless, pure Saviour.  Also, those 
who receive Christ as Saviour are washed of their sins and made whiter than snow.  
Celebrating with an Advent wreath during the weeks prior to Christmas is a great way 
for Christian families to keep Christ at the center of Christmas, and for parents to 
teach their children the true meaning of Christmas.   
  

http://christianity.about.com/od/symbolspictures/ig/Christian-Symbols-Glossary/Christian-Circle.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/christmas/tp/allaboutadvent.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/p/jesuschrist.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/symbolspictures/ig/Christian-Symbols-Glossary/Light-of-the-World.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/oldtestamentbooks/qt/isaiahintro.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestorysummaries/p/christmasstory.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/a/Bethlehem.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/qt/JZ-Nativity-Of-Jesus.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/prayersverses/qt/versesaboutlove.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/verseoftheday/qt/verseday132.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/Bible-Verses/qt/Bible-Verses-Family.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/holidaytips/p/keepchristmas.htm


 

Extracts from Bennekerry National School Newsletter 
Official Opening  
Our Official Opening Ceremony took place on Friday 24th October. This was a 
wonderful occasion for celebration for the pupils, staff, parents, 
management and invited guests.  Thank you to everyone who helped out in 
any way with the event. A special thanks to the following: 
Guest of Honour -Most Reverend Denis Nulty; Members of the Board of 
Management – Fr. Little and Ned Burke deserve a special mention; All 
members of staff – This was a huge team effort!; Staff Organising 
Committee – Ms. Clack, Mr. Corcoran, Mrs. Murphy, Deirdre Mullins, Ms. 
Griffin, Ms. Cleary; Administration- Deirdre Mullins who was highly efficient 
as always; Parents Association Committee A special thank you to Evelyn Mc 
Donald for her assistance; Music – Anne Minchin, Mary Minchin and Michael 
Miley; Photography – James Doyle and Gemma Lyttleton; Celebration Cake – 
Orlagh Brennan; Car Park – John Byrne, Maurice Nolan, Noel Nolan and John 
Murphy. 
Sponsors – Paul Ryan (Keystone Supplies Ltd.) and Eddie Mc Garry (Hughes 
Headstones) donated the Plaque; Nicky Pearle (Supervalu) provided treats for 
the children; Henry O’Neill and Robert Cullen organised the tree planting in 
conjunction with Ms. Griffin; Dempsey’s Hardware provided a new spade for 
the Bishop. 
We are very grateful to all of the above for their efforts in making the day a 
very special one for everyone associated with the school. Thanks also to all 
the parents who attended the celebration.  Last but not least, I want to say a 
very special thank you to all the pupils in Bennekerry N.S. who were 
absolutely brilliant on the day. They were a credit to their teachers and we 
were extremely proud of their excellent behaviour and wonderful musical 
performances. Well done!   We are hoping to make a DVD of the ceremony 
available at a later stage.   
Whole School Evaluation 
The Department of Education and Skills will carry out a Whole School 
Evaluation in Bennekerry N.S. during the week 1st to 5th Dec to evaluate the 
quality of Management, Leadership and Learning in the school. We will be 
under very close scrutiny for the week but I have every confidence in the 
team. 
  



 

Goose Club 

in Palatine GAA Club House. 
on Sunday 21

st
 December from 2pm to 5.30pm. 

Proceeds towards:   
Bennekerry Community Centre. 

                     
Come along and you could be the lucky winner of your 
Christmas Turkey or Goose for as little as 50 cent. Lots 
of Hampers and Christmas cheer to be won.   

Donations of the following goods would be much 
appreciated.  

Christmas Cakes, Puddings, Sweets, 

Biscuits, Hams, Turkeys, Hampers, 

Vouchers, Spirits, Wine, Beers, Soft 

Drinks, Pringles, Non-Perishable 

Groceries, tins of Fruit, Vegetables, 

jars of sauces, etc. Fuel, Turf, Coal, 

Briquettes and Potatoes. 

If anyone has hamper baskets these would be 
appreciated too.  Please contact any member of 
the Committee. 
 

  



 

 

CALENDAR 

Wednesday:-3
rd

:-St Francis Xavier, 1506-1552, one of the 

first seven Jesuits, was sent to India by St Ignatius.  He 

converted many in Goa and later in Japan.  He died as he 

attempted to enter China.  He is patron of the Missions. 

Thursday 4
th

:-St John Damascene c 675-749, was a Syrian 

Christian theologian.  He became a priest in the monastery of 

St Sabas near Jerusalem and was a leading figure in the 

defence of icons in the iconoclastic controversy. 

Saturday 6
th

:-St Nicholas, a fourth century bishop of Myra in 

modern-day Turkey, of whom little is known.  He is patron of 

Russia, of sailors, of pawnbrokers and of children. 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK - Miracles 

Where there is great love there are always miracles. 

     Willa Cather (1876-1947} 
 


